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Section 1. Introduction

Sexual violence, stalking, and intimate partner
violence are serious public health problems in the
United States. Previous topic-specific summary
reports' examining National Intimate Partner and
Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS) data estimated

that during their lifetimes, 26.8% of women in the
United Stated have been raped, 31.2% have been
stalked, and 47.3% have experienced some form of
intimate partner violence. Of U.S. men, 3.8% have
been raped, 10.7% have been made to penetrate
someone else, 16.1% have been stalked, and 44.2%
have experienced some form of intimate partner
violence during their lifetimes.’ These forms of
violence can have a profound impact on victims’
physical and mental health and well-being. The NISVS
is an ongoing, nationally representative survey that
assesses experiences of sexual violence, stalking, and
intimate partner violence among adult women and
men aged 18 years old or older in the United States.
CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and
Control launched NISVS in 2010. This report presents
the state-level estimates for the 2016/2017 data
collection period.

Reason for a State
Level Report

NISVS provides critical state-level violence
victimization prevalence data that are not available
elsewhere. State estimates can be used to better
understand the magnitude of violence victimization
and unique patterns within individual states, better
informing violence prevention education and
awareness within those states. States can use this
information to more efficiently allocate resources to
those in need.

State-specific data also can be used as benchmarks
for evaluating state prevention programs and efforts.
Finally, state-level data can assist in setting goals for
future violence prevention strategies and activities.

What Does This
Report Include?

Using NISVS 2016/2017 data, this report generates
the lifetime experiences of victimization at national
and state levels.

The report examines four types of lifetime
violence victimization:

= Sexual violence victimization: includes verbal
sexual harassment in a public place and
contact sexual violence, as well as individual
forms of contact sexual violence (i.e., rape,
sexual coercion, made to penetrate (males
only), and unwanted sexual contact), as well as
impacts of sexual coercion, rape, and made to
penetrate victimization.

= Stalking victimization.

= |ntimate partner violence victimization: includes
psychological aggression, contact sexual violence,
physical violence, and stalking by an intimate
partner, as well as Intimate partner violence-
related impacts.

= Violence experienced as a minor: includes contact
sexual violence, rape, made to penetrate (males
only), stalking, and intimate partner violence
victimization (contact sexual violence, stalking,
or physical violence by an intimate partner) that
occurred prior to age 18.

Lifetime prevalence of sexual violence, stalking and
intimate partner violence are stratified by sex (male
or female) and race/ethnicity. For analyses examining
age at the time of first victimization results show the
percentage who experienced a particular form(s) of
violence prior to age 18 among all respondents or
among all victims of that form(s) of violence. Data
tables are presented at the end of the report.
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Additional Information

More detailed reports about specific topics captured
in NISVS include:

2016/2017 Methodology Report: https://

www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/
nisvsMethodologyReport.pdf

2016/2017 Report on Stalking www.cdc.gov/

violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsStalkingReport.

pdf

= 2016/2017 Report on Sexual Violence https://

www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/
nisvsReportonSexualViolence.pdf

2016/2017 Report on Intimate Partner Violence

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/
nisvs/NISVSReportonIPV_2022.pdf

2016/2017 Report on Victimization by Sexual
Identity https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/
pdf/nisvs/nisvsReportonSexualldentity.pdf



https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsMethodologyReport.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsMethodologyReport.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsMethodologyReport.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsStalkingReport.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsStalkingReport.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsStalkingReport.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsReportonSexualViolence.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsReportonSexualViolence.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsReportonSexualViolence.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/NISVSReportonIPV_2022.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/NISVSReportonIPV_2022.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsReportonSexualIdentity.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs/nisvsReportonSexualIdentity.pdf
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Section 2. Methods

The NISVS is a population-based injury surveillance
system. Using probability approaches, NISVS is
designed to randomly solicit participation among
noninstitutionalized, English- and/or Spanish-
speaking adults (18+) in all 50 U.S. states and the
District of Columbia. Eligible adults’ participation

in the survey is voluntary. A respondent’s consent
to take part in the survey is obtained through a
graduated informed consent procedure. Respondents
do not know the violence-related survey topics until
after they have agreed to be interviewed.

The NISVS was originally planned for collection
in four consecutive six-month periods. However,
due to an unanticipated delay in fielding the
first six-month collection, both the first and
second collections began fielding 1 week apart
(i.e., Collection 1 began September 9, 2016, and
Collection 2 began September 15, 2016). Both
collections ran concurrently through March 14,
2017.The first data collection (September 9, 2016)
was extended for 3 months and ended on May
28,2017. See the NISVS 2016/2017 Methodology
Report® for more information.

Between September 2016 and May 2017, NISVS
implemented a dual-frame (both landline and
cellular phones) random-digit-dialing telephone
survey (NISVS 2016/2017) to interview 27,571 adults
(15,152 women and 12,419 men). The response rate
of NISVS 2016/2017 was 7.6% (American Association
for Public Opinion Research [AAPOR] Response Rate
4, AAPOR 2016),*and the cooperation rate was 58.6%
(AAPOR Cooperation Rate 4).*More details about the
survey instrument and the methods used to collect
the 2016/2017 NISVS data can be found in the NISVS
2016/2017 Methodology Report.®

NISVS 2016/2017 assessed U.S. adults’ experiences

in their lifetimes and during the 12 months prior to
the interview. In this report, however, only lifetime
experiences are presented because small subsample
sizes for some victimization experiences limited our
ability to generate and report state-level prevalence
estimates of experiences for the 12 months preceding
the survey. A respondent’s state of residence was
based on their current residence; consequently,
lifetime victimization experiences reported

might include violence victimization that people
experienced elsewhere. These estimates provide
important information about the percentage of

women and men with victimization histories residing
in a state at the time of the survey interview.

This report presents national estimates for each
form of violence victimization, along with state-level
estimates. Estimates with a relative standard error >
30% or a numerator sample count < 20 were deemed
to lack statistical stability and were suppressed.
Suppressed estimates were notated with “--"in
tables. In the text, we indicated the number of states
with stable estimates and for this purpose, counted
the District of Columbia as a state, for a total of 51
states. In most tables, only states and categories
with statistically stable data are shown; in tables
with multiple subtypes, all states are presented for
readability. In tables where no states had reportable
data for a specific subtype of victimization, that
subtype is not shown in the table. For tables where
only one state had statistically unstable data, that
state is included, but estimates are represented with
“--"in the table. State-level estimates are discussed
in the text and presented along with national
estimates (discussed and published in previous
reports'3) in the tables.

Survey Instrument

Violence domains assessed in NISVS 2016/2017
included stalking by any perpetrator (including an
intimate partner), sexual violence by any perpetrator
(including an intimate partner), physical violence by
an intimate partner, and psychological aggression

by an intimate partner. The questionnaire utilized
behaviorally specific questions to assess victimization
in those domains. Several changes were made for the
2016/2017 NISVS data collection relative to earlier
survey years. These changes are described in the
2016/2017 NISVS Methodology Report.?

One change in data collection was forgoing

the collection of perpetrator initials and some
perpetrator-specific contextual information. This
change was made to simplify the dataset for
analysis. The survey continues to collect data on
perpetrator type and perpetrator’s sex for the
violence forms measured in NISVS. More details about
the survey instrument and changes implemented
in NISVS 2016/2017 can be found in the previously
published NISVS 2016/2017 summary reports'? and
Methodology Report.®
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Sample Allocation

From its inception, NISVS had the dual objectives

of generating national- and state-level estimates

of violence victimization. To balance the needs of
these two objectives, we carefully considered the
following information: sample allocation options;
national- and state-level prevalence estimates
generated using the most recent years’ NISVS data;
the desired level of estimation precision; and the
Census 2015 adult population estimates. The design
aimed to achieve a minimum state sample size even
for states with relatively small population counts. The
goal of allocating a minimum state sample size was
to generate statistically stable estimates for as many
states as possible for most violence victimization
measures. In the final design, with the exception of
the six largest states (California, Florida, Illinois, New
York, Pennsylvania, and Texas), each of the states and
District of Columbia was allocated an equal sample
count. In addition, to aid in assigning the percentage
of the sample to the cellphone frame, this design
took into consideration the proportion of adults in
cellular phone-only households across individual
states (based on 2016 data from the National Health
Interview Study describing the use of wireless
telephones in U.S. households).6

Weighting

The weighting procedures fully reflected the design
of the national- and state-level sample allocation.
Specifically, NISVS 2016/2017 weighting accounted
for the unequal selection probabilities of samples

for states and within households, variability in

cell phone-only households at the state level, the
proportions for combining samples from landline
and cellular phone frames, resampling of initial
non-respondents for non-response follow-up and
other adjustments (e.g., coverage and eligibility).

The weights were post-stratified to the U.S. census
population estimates (the most up-to-date 5-year
American Community Survey data at the end of

the respective data collection year) for the adult
population by cross-classification of sex by state. Of
the total analysis sample (n=27,571), 0.20% of females
and 0.36% of males did not provide sufficient race/
ethnicity information for weighting, so their data
values were imputed. All data presented in this report
were weighted at the state level by sex. Due to small
state-specific subsample sizes, estimates at the state-
level were not calibrated by race/ethnicity or other
characteristics (e.g., age group, education, marital

status) used to weight national estimates. If the
degree to which the sample drawn in each state was
not representative of these characteristics, and the
degree to which these characteristics are associated
with each outcome, there is the possibility of
additional error/bias and may limit the accuracy of the
findings of sex-specific estimates for a given state by
race/ethnicity, and by sex overall. More information
about the weighting procedures can be found in the
2016/2017 Methodology Report.’

Analysis

Estimated (weighted) percent, (weighted) number
of victims, and 95% confidence intervals for various
victimization types are presented in this report
separately for women and men. The estimates

are presented as “annualized estimates” meaning
that the data were collected and weighted in

two administrations (2016 and 2017) and the
estimates represent an average over the 2016-2017
period. Estimates presented were generated using
complex sample statistical analysis software SAS
version 9.4 (SAS Institute Inc., Cary, NC). Estimates
were generated at the national and state levels.
Differences between demographic subgroups and
between states were not statistically compared.
Lifetime state estimates of a type of violence reflect
the weighted percentage of people in the state
population with a history of that type of violence.
Estimates on victimization experienced as a minor
were based on the respondent’s age the first time
the specific type or subtype of violence occurred.
Victims with unknown age at first victimization were
not represented in the tables (of the analysis sample,
1.3% for females; for males the estimated percentage
was not statistically stable).

Comparison to Previous
Data Years

Please note the likely impact on prevalence estimates
from changes to the questionnaire. Even though
NISVS data have been used to generate national- and
state-level estimates over the years, those estimates
should not be viewed as representing trend data
because the changes to the various sections of the
2016/2017 questionnaire were substantial enough
that a claim about trend would not be appropriate.
See the NISVS 2016/2017 Methodology Report® for a
detailed description of the survey changes.
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Section 3. Sexual Violence Victimization

How NISVS Measures Sexual Violence

Sexual violence

Five types of sexual violence are included in this report. These include rape, made to penetrate (males only), sexual coercion, unwanted
sexual contact, and sexual harassment in a public place.

Rape is any completed or attempted unwanted vaginal (for women), oral, or anal penetration using physical force (such as being pinned

or held down, or by the use of violence) or threats to physically harm and includes times when the victim was too drunk, high, drugged, or
passed out and unable to consent. Rape is separated into three types: completed forced penetration, attempted forced penetration, and
completed alcohol- or drug-facilitated penetration. Among women, rape includes vaginal, oral, or anal penetration by a male using his
penis. It also includes vaginal or anal penetration by a male or female using their fingers or an object. Among men, rape includes oral or anal
penetration by a male using his penis. It also includes anal penetration by a male or female using their fingers or an object.

Made to penetrate (asked of males only) includes times when a victim was made to, or there was an attempt to make them, sexually
penetrate someone without the victim's consent because the victim was physically forced (such as being pinned or held down, or by the use
of violence) or threatened with physical harm, or when the victim was too drunk, high, drugged, or passed out and unable to consent. Among
men, being made to penetrate someone else could have occurred in multiple ways: being made to vaginally penetrate a female using one’s
own penis; being made to penetrate a female’s vagina or anus with their mouth; being made to anally penetrate a male or female; or being
made to receive oral sex from a male or female. It also includes male and female perpetrators attempting to force male victims to penetrate
them, but the act was not completed.

Sexual coercion is unwanted sexual penetration that occurs after a person is pressured in a nonphysical way. In NISVS, sexual coercion refers
to unwanted vaginal, oral, or anal sex after being pressured in ways that included being worn down by someone who repeatedly asked for sex
or showed they were unhappy; feeling pressured by being lied to, being told promises that were untrue, having someone threaten to end a
relationship or spread rumors; and sexual pressure due to someone using their influence or authority.

Unwanted sexual contact is unwanted sexual experiences involving touch but not sexual penetration, such as being kissed in a sexual way
or having sexual body parts fondled, groped, or grabbed.

Sexual harassment in a public place is verbal harassment in a sexual way that made the victim feel uncomfortable.

Contact sexual violence is a combined measure that includes rape, being made to penetrate someone else (males only), sexual coercion,
and/or unwanted sexual contact.
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Findings

Lifetime Prevalence of Sexual Violence Victimization

Contact Sexual Violence

Women

In the U.S,, state estimates of contact sexual violence
victimization in the lifetime for U.S. women ranged
from 36.9% to 67.1% (all states); see Table 3.1.a.

Rape

Women

Lifetime estimates of completed or attempted rape
of U.S. women by state ranged from 14.0% to 42.1%
(all states); see Table 3.1.b. When examining subtypes
of rape, lifetime state estimates of completed or
attempted forced penetration ranged from 10.3%

to 36.4% (50 states), and completed alcohol/
drug-facilitated penetration ranged from 5.4% to
17.7% (39 states); see Table 3.1.c.

Made to Penetrate (Men)

Within reportable U.S. states, lifetime state estimates
for men who were made to penetrate ranged from
7.8% to 16.8% (25 states); see Table 3.2.c. When
examining subtypes, five states had reportable
estimates for completed or attempted forced

Sexual Coercion

Women

In the U.S,, state estimates of lifetime sexual coercion
of women ranged from 10.6% to 39.5% (50 states); see
Table 3.1.d.

Men

State lifetime contact sexual violence estimates for
U.S. men ranged from 20.4% to 49.0% (50 states); see
Table 3.2.a.

Men

For U.S. men, state estimates for lifetime completed
or attempted rape and for the rape subtype,
completed or attempted forced penetration, were
only statistically stable for one state (California), with
an estimate of 3.1% for rape (any type) and 2.0%

for completed or attempted forced penetration.
Estimates for completed alcohol/drug-facilitated
penetration were not statistically stable for any states;
see Table 3.2.b.

penetration, ranging from 4.7% to 8.4%, and six states
had reportable estimates for completed alcohol/
drug-facilitated penetration, ranging from 6.2% to
11.8%); see Table 3.2.d.

Men

Among reportable states, estimates of lifetime sexual
coercion victimization for U.S. men ranged from 5.2%
to 15.2% (28 states); see Table 3.2.e.
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Unwanted Sexual Contact

Women

In the U.S., reportable state estimates of lifetime
unwanted sexual contact victimization for
women ranged from 31.0% to 62.5% (all states);
see Table 3.1.e.

Men

Reportable state estimates of lifetime unwanted
sexual contact victimization for U.S. men ranged from
13.0% to 37.4% (48 states); see Table 3.2.f.

Verbal Sexual Harassment in a Public Place

Women

State estimates of lifetime verbal sexual harassment in
a public place for U.S. women ranged from 20.2% to
56.7% (50 states); see Table 3.1.f.

Men

Of reportable states, estimates of lifetime verbal
sexual harassment in a public place for U.S. men
ranged from 7.3% to 19.1% (26 states); see Table 3.2.g.

Lifetime Prevalence of Contact Sexual Violence by

Race/Ethnicity

Women

In the U.S., among Hispanic women, lifetime contact
sexual violence is reportable from five states, with
prevalence ranging from 32.1% to 42.7% (Table
3.3.a). For non-Hispanic Black women, lifetime
contact sexual violence prevalence ranges from
36.1% to 66.4% and is reportable for 14 states (Table
3.3.b). Lifetime prevalence is available for all states
for non-Hispanic white women, with prevalence
estimates ranging between 37.2% and 80.7% (Table
3.3.c). Among non-Hispanic American Indian or
Alaska Native women, only Alaska had a reportable
prevalence of 66.0% (Table 3.3.d). For women
identifying as non-Hispanic Multiracial, prevalence is
reportable for two states, with prevalence estimates
ranging from of 71.2% to 74.3% (Table 3.3.e).
Lifetime contact sexual violence estimates were not
statistically stable for any state for non-Hispanic Asian
or Pacific Islander women.

Men

In the U.S,, lifetime state prevalence of contact sexual
violence among Hispanic men was between 24.2%
and 39.6% and reportable for 4 states (Table 3.4.a).
Among non-Hispanic black men, lifetime contact
sexual violence was only reportable for Louisiana
with a prevalence of 30.9% (Table 3.4.b). For
non-Hispanic white men, prevalence was reportable
for 47 states and ranged between 19.3% to 42.1%
(Table 3.4.c). Estimates were not statistically stable
for any states among non-Hispanic Asian or Pacific
Islander, non-Hispanic American Indian or Alaska
Native, or for non-Hispanic Multiracial men.
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Immediate Impacts of Rape, Made to Penetrate, and
Sexual Coercion Among Victims

Rape

Female Victims

Female rape victims reporting any impact (including
being physically injured, concerned for safety, fearful
for self or others, contracting a sexually transmitted
infection, and/or pregnancy resulting from vaginal

Rape or Made to Penetrate (Men)

Male victims of rape or being made to penetrate
who reported any impact (including being
physically injured, concerned for safety, fearful
for self or others, and contracting a sexually
transmitted infection) resulting from their
victimization was reportable in 2 states and
ranged from 45.4% to 52.6%; see Table 3.6.

Sexual Coercion

Female Victims

Female sexual coercion victims reporting any
impact (including sexually transmitted infection
and pregnancy resulting from sexual coercion) was
reportable in 16 states and ranged from 21.9% to
47.3%; see Table 3.5.b.

rape) from rape during their lifetime was reportable
in 49 states and ranged from 54.9% to 93.9%; see
Table 3.5.a.

Individual state estimates were not statistically
stable for male victims reporting impact
(including physically injured, concerned for
safety, fearful for self or others, and sexually
transmitted infection) as a result of rape and
being made to penetrate, individually.

Male Victims

Estimates for male victims reporting impact (including
sexually transmitted infection) resulting from sexual
coercion were not statistically stable in any states.
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Section 4. Stalking Victimization

How NISVS Measures Stalking

Stalking involves a perpetrator’s use of a pattern of harassing or threatening tactics that are both unwanted and cause fear or safety
concerns. For the purposes of this report, a person was considered a stalking victim if they experienced any of the stalking tactics on more
than one occasion and by the same perpetrator and felt, fearful, threatened, or concerned for their own safety or the safety of others as a
result of the perpetrator’s behavior.

Stalking tactics measured:
e Unwanted following and watching of the victim
e Unwanted approaching or showing up in places, such as the victim’s home, workplace, or school
e Unwanted use of global positioning system (GPS) technology to monitor or track the victim's location
e Leaving strange or potentially threatening items for the victim to find

e Sneaking into the victim's home or car and doing things to scare the victim or to let the victim know the perpetrator had been
there

e Use of technology (e.g., hidden camera, recorder, computer software) to spy on the victim from a distance
*  Unwanted phone calls, including hang-ups and voice messages

e Unwanted texts, emails, social media or photos messages

e Unwanted cards, letters, flowers, or presents

In follow-up questions, respondents who experienced any of the above tactics on more than one occasion by the same perpetrator were asked
whether the perpetrator did the following:

*  Made them feel fearful, threatened, or concerned for their safety or the safety of others

e Made threats of physical harm
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Lifetime Prevalence of Stalking Victimization

In the U.S., individual state estimates for stalking victimization ranged from 17.5% to 47.9% (all states, Table 4.1)
for women and 8.8% to 25.8% (43 states, Table 4.2) for men.

Lifetime Prevalence of Stalking Victimization by
Race/Ethnicity

Women Men

In reportable U.S.